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What are the 7 Deadly Sins?

• Since their inception (circa 400 AD), the 
articulation of the Seven Deadly Sins 
have remained fascinating and left a 
distinct mark on Western civilization. 

• Every motive for crime can be traced 
back directly to one of the Seven.  

• Some say that even children’s stories like 
Snow White and the SEVEN dwarves 
have the same origins; Sleepy, Grumpy, 
Doc., etc.  
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Think of these as we talk through our legal requirements.



OUTLINE

• Laws and Rules Surrounding Engineering Ethics
• ORC, OAC, and NSPE

• 7 Deadly Sins; What are they?
• What, How

• Ethical Scenarios
• Set the table
• Mentimeter voting: www.menti.com

• Deeper Dive
• Dante’s journey
• What doth say Merlin?
• As enhanced by Ghandi
• As applied to Engineering Ethics

• 7 Heavenly Virtues
• Ways to combat the 7 Sins
• Reflections in the Profession And Society 
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http://www.menti.com/


Law & CE Requirement

• Ohio Revised Code Section 4733.151 (C) (2) 

• (2) ***,a person registered as a professional engineer or professional surveyor shall complete at least two of 
the thirty hours required under division (A) of this section on professional ethics OR rules relevant to the 
practices of engineering or surveying.

• Ohio Administrative Code Section 4733-35-01 et seq. 

• In order to safeguard the life, health, property and welfare of the public and the state of Ohio, to maintain 
integrity and high standards of skills and practice in the professions of engineering and surveying, the 
following rules of professional conduct, promulgated in accordance with Chapter 4733. of the Revised Code, 
shall be binding upon every person holding a certificate of registration as a professional engineer or as a 
professional surveyor.

• The engineer or surveyor, who holds a certificate of registration from the Ohio state board of registration for 
professional engineers and surveyors, is charged with having knowledge of the existence of the reasonable 
rules and regulations hereinafter provided for his or her professional conduct as an engineer or surveyor, 
and also shall be deemed to be familiar with their several provisions and to understand them. Such 
knowledge shall encompass the understanding that the practice of engineering, or of surveying, is a 
privilege, as opposed to a right, and the registrant shall be forthright and candid in statements or written 
responses to the board or its representatives on matters pertaining to professional conduct.
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Definition and Admin Code
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Professional Ethics For Engineers & Surveyors means that we make our decisions based on the 
safety, health, and welfare of the public, that we only provide services within our areas of 
expertise, that we always speak the truth, act honorably, and that we are faithful to our 
employers and clients. 

Rules Relevant to the Practice of Engineering or Surveying means … 

• 4733-35-02 Integrity. (Honesty – don’t lie)
• 4733-35-03 Responsibility to the public. (Safety First – be humble and consider others)
• 4733-35-04 Public statements and certifications. (Professionalism and Honor – respect yourself 

but don’t be overly prideful)
• 4733-35-05 Conflict of interest. (Shun Greed and Gluttony) 
• 4733-35-06 Solicitation of employment. (Don’t Take Bribes or Misrepresent Skill)
• 4733-35-07 Improper conduct. (Don’t Improperly Plan Stamp)
• 4733-35-08 Other jurisdiction. (Professional 24/7)
• 4733-35-09 Records. (Be Diligent (not Slothful) and Cooperate with Board)

http://codes.ohio.gov/oac/4733-35



National Society of Professional Engineers
Code of Ethics

• https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/Ethics/CodeofEthics/NSPECodeofEthicsforE
ngineers.pdf
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https://www.nspe.org/sites/default/files/resources/pdfs/Ethics/CodeofEthics/NSPECodeofEthicsforEngineers.pdf


7 Deadly Apps
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Putting Some “Boxes” Around These Sins

 Greed:  Selfish and obsessive desire for more; most commonly money or power
 Gluttony:  Excessive eating or habitual greed; overconsumption / mass-consumption generally; always 

needing the newest / best even though have already
 We are instructed by OAC 4733-35-05 & 4733-35-06 to not be greedy!

 Excessive fees and workloads, performing outside of expertise

 Vindictive anger, or vengeance / punishment as a consequence of anger.
 Wrath: Unacceptable litigation/negotiation tactics & being a jerk
 Example: ORC 4733.27 Effect of child support default on registration or certificate; don’t be a jerk!
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Putting Some Boxes Around These Sins … 

 Desire to have a quality, possession, or attribute belonging to someone else.
 Envy: Taking work outside your expertise because it's a more lucrative/interesting practice 

area.
• 4733-35-06 Solicitation of employment. (Don’t Misrepresent Skill)

 Intense need or desire for someone or something; obsession for personal pleasure or 
gratification.

 Lust: Inappropriate contact with clients, co-workers, etc. 
 ORC 4733.28 Compliance with law regarding sanctions for human trafficking.

 Deep personal satisfaction derived from one’s own accomplishments.
 Pride: Refusing to admit a mistake
 NSPE Fundamental Cannon #6:  Conduct yourself with honor so as to enhance the reputation 

of the profession. 

http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4733.28v1
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Last Box

 Reluctance to work or make effort.
 Sloth: Delays in Case Handling. 4733-35-09 Records. 

 (Be Diligent (not Slothful) and Cooperate with Board)



Ethics Survey
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On smart device go to:   
www.menti.com

use code 758254

http://www.menti.com/
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Dante’s Inferno & the Seven Deadlies

Why did Dante write his Divine Comedy?



Dante’s Inferno & Intersection of Seven Deadlies
12 years to write; 32,000 words
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• Part of Dante’s Divine Comedy and describes his journey through Hell guided 
by a Roman poet Virgil.

• He describes nine circles of torment within the Earth inhabited by those who 
have succumbed to their earthly appetites; within those circles are the 7 Deadly 
Sins. 

• In those circles he sees many types of sin and divisions of Dante's Hell: 
• In “Upper Hell” he (or his metaphorical soul) encounters: Personal Sins (like the 7) Lust, Gluttony, 

Avarice (greed), and Anger (wrath) … he meets the keepers of those sinners (usually famous people in 
old history know for their sins) and witnesses the punishment of the sinners); 

• In Circle 7 he deviates from our seven deadlies towards sins of violence (against others, self, and 
nature/ God) … but what is violence without wrath or greed to back it up?; and 

• Circles 8 and 9 (Lower Hell where Satan chills out) for the sins of fraud and treachery … sins of 
personal malice generated from pride, envy, and greed

It is interesting … is it not … that the lowest levels of hell were reserved for liars and not murderers. 



So then, which is the “Greatest” Vice/ Sin and Virtue? 
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• Arthur: “Which is the greatest quality of 
knighthood? Courage? Compassion? Loyalty? 
Humility? What do you say, Merlin?”

• Merlin: “Hmm? Ah. Ah. Ah, the greatest. Uh, well, 
they blend, like the metals we mix to make a good 
sword.”

• Arthur: “No poetry. Just a straight answer. Which is 
it?”

• Merlin: “All right, then. Truth. That's it. Yes. It must 
be truth above all. When a man lies, he murders 
some part of the world. You should know that…”

https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=7tch1CuMV9M

https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0856050/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0932116/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0856050/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0932116/?ref_=tt_trv_qu
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7tch1CuMV9M


Merlin agrees with Dante who agrees with God 
who agrees with the NSPE & Ohio PE/ PS Board

• If Truth is the greatest quality of Knighthood (i.e., the greatest virtue), then Lies must 
be the most abhorrent vice or sin. 

• The Father of Lies is found in the lowest levels of Hell by Dante …”Trapped in the ice, 
each according to his guilt, are punished sinners guilty of treachery against those with whom 
they had special relationships; liars including Judas.”

• Who he apparently chews on for eternity.

• Why is lying then so significant?

• A “true” lie is a conscious act … deceit solely for one’s own gain (greed, lust, envy, etc.);

• It is not an act of passion of the moment or aggression which can sometimes be forgiven (lust & 
wrath);

• It is not succumbing to a weakness due to your own frailty (gluttony & greed); and

• It is not an act of vanity or pride.

• It is not a passive-sin like sloth. 
15



The Bible Tells Us …

• The belt of truth is the first piece of the whole armor of God. 
Without truth, the rest of the armor would be of no use to us.

• It is the piece of armor that holds all the others up and together; 
holds all the other virtues in place. 
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Ohio PE/PS Board and NSPE’s Take

• A matter of degree?  Maybe. 

• But the lies Dante and Merlin and the Bible are referencing are those lies that 
truly harm and for which we, as engineers and ultimately servants to the public, 
would be held accountable, e.g.: committing fraud on a client. 
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Ohio Administrative Code: 

• 4733-35-02 Integrity. 
• 4733-35-04 Public statements and 

certifications. 
• 4733-35-05 Conflict of interest. 
• 4733-35-06 Solicitation of employment. 
• 4733-35-07 Improper conduct. 
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Ghandi’s Re-Formed Seven Deadly Sins also based on Truth



Wealth Without Work

• We call this “Money for Nothing”

• Can include manipulating markets and assets so you don't have to work or 
produce added value, just manipulate people and things. 

• Professions built around making wealth without working:
• Day trading; 

• Avoiding taxes;

• Free government programs without sharing any burden;

• Even access to all the freebies of citizenry without being a legal or responsible citizen.

• It is not to say that the above are illegal, but they border on unethical or 
unjust
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Knowledge Without Character
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• We all know a lot of smart people who have little common sense, or are too smart by half; often 
manipulating a person, scenario or system toward their personal gain.

• As dangerous as a little knowledge is, even more dangerous is much knowledge without a strong, 
principled character. 

• But beyond this, Ghandi felt that purely intellectual development without commensurate internal character 
development was a bad direction for individuals and society.  

• Consider the stories we hear about the development of Artificial Intelligence and how it may do more harm 
than good when computers take over much of our daily lives.

• Or, stories about testing fetal body parts, often without the knowledge or consent of the parents.

• For example, in 2017 there a human-pig hybrid (called a chimera) was created ostensibly for generating 
replacement organs. 



Commerce (Business) Without Morality (Ethics)
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• Business Ethics has become a huge industry.
• 20 Million Hits on Google: books, classes, scholarly articles, etc. 

• So, I think Ghandi would be please with today’s level of business ethics here in 
the U.S., but he would acknowledge there remains a lot of work to do.

• Ghandi would point to our system (capitalism) and insist that it must contain a 
moral foundation or at least those who participate in it should perpetuate 
morality as they enjoy success in the system.

• If we ignore the moral foundation we allow economic systems devolve into 
amoral, if not immoral, society and business and even government systems. 



Science Without Humanity

• Similar to “Knowledge without Character.”

• If science becomes all technique and technology, it quickly degenerates 
into man against humanity. 

• About the only thing that hasn't evolved are these natural laws and 
principles - the true north on the compass. 

• Science and technology have changed the face of most everything else. 
But the fundamental things still apply, as time goes by.
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Religion Without Sacrifice

• Or, prayer without works.

• Without sacrifice, we go for the social facade of religion and the piety of 
religious practices.  

• It takes sacrifice to serve the needs of other people - the sacrifice of our 
own pride and prejudice, among other things. 

23
“Hands that help are holier than lips that prey.” Ghandi

In the context of an ethical engineer, consider giving back; mentoring, teaching, and training others 
or new engineers.  It can be in our professional or personal lives, but we all should embrace a duty 

to give back. 



Politics Without Principle
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• As much as we may not like it or even have distain for it, politics touches us
all every day.

• Politics and politicians must have principles.

• If there is no principle, there is no true north, nothing you can depend upon.

• You see politicians spending millions of dollars to create an image, even
though it's superficial, lacking substance, in order to get votes and gain office.

• The key to a healthy society is to get the social will, the value system, aligned
with correct principles.

• No one is above it.
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Seven Heavenly Virtues

Q:   So how do we deal with these sins, vices or temptations? 

• Humility against pride;
• Kindness against envy; 
• Abstinence against gluttony;
• Chastity against lust;
• Patience against anger;
• Liberality against greed; and 
• Diligence against sloth.

A:  Adopt the corresponding number of virtues, including:
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Humility Against Pride

The Humble Engineer puts the interest of the public first, they accept that they need help from the collective 
engineering knowledge to analyze and make decisions, and they share in the success of their work, recognizing it 

takes a village to design and build a successful project.

• “Pride leads to every other vice: … it is 
Pride which has been the chief cause of 
misery in every nation and every family 
since the world began.” C.S. Lewis

• Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but 
in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of 
you look not only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests of others.” 
(Paul’s letters to the Philippians).

Humility cures pride by removing one's ego and boastfulness, therefore allowing the attitude of service.
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Moderation Against Gluttony

• Practice restraint from over-indulgence.

• Don’t take on more work than can handle to keep from 
competition

• Don’t chase the almighty dollar

• Gluttony can be seen as a general failure of self 
control.

• It becomes wrong (i.e., overeating) though the manner, 
frequency, and degree

Engineers that practice moderation live and work in balance.  They consider the impact their actions 
have on those that surround them; co-workers, family, clients, superiors.  They seek to do well, and do 

right, but not to over-do.

Temperance cures gluttony by implanting the desire to be healthy, therefore making one fit to serve others.
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Patience Against Anger

• When we feel aggression —resentment, bitterness, being very critical, complaining, etc.—it often manifests from our 
perspectives in conflict with the perspectives or actions of others.

• First, we tend to expect the environment to conform to our expectations: 

• Second, we tend to expect people to conform to our expectations; 

• Third, our expectations are often unrealistic; and 

• Fourth, our expectations are almost always unrealistic when it comes to what goes on in our minds. We think we should 
be able to control what thoughts and what emotions arise.

• The path of developing loving-kindness and compassion is to be patient with the fact that you’re human and so are the 
others around you.  And, people simply make mistakes. 

Engineers must avoid anger and wrathfulness.  We are called to be honest and honorable, and not 
vindictive or petty.  We are directed to put the public and safety first.

Patience cures wrath by taking time to understand the needs and desires of others before acting or speaking.

“There is no error greater than hatred, and nothing mightier than patience.”  Buddha
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Kindness Against Envy
Kindness cures envy by placing the desire to help others above the need to supersede them.

Envy doesn’t admire and pursue imitation of worthy mentors. Instead it finds fault with them, 

attempts to bring them down, and lashes out in spiteful hatred when it is foiled.

Envy has caused people to kill, steal, and defame to get what they want. 
Envy rots away your judgement of right and wrong and stirs the desires within ourselves. 

Envy markets itself as 

something good (a form of 

admiration), or something 

partially good (a synonym 

for jealousy), 

Instead, Envy is 

something thoroughly bad 

(frustrated self-exaltation 

fueled by animosity, 

resentment, and 

defensiveness).
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Chastity Against Lust
Chastity or self-control cures lust by controlling passion and 

leveraging that energy for the good of others.

• Right and wrong desires.

• The hedonistic life means but lusting to take; sins driven by emptiness within, mere distraction 
to avoid confronting a lack of knowledge of life’s purpose and relevance.

• It is chastity that regulates one’s sexual desires, enabling one to explore the other necessary 
aspects of life that afford a fully human experience.

• Ultimately, true love is the opposite of lust. Love is openhearted and enduring, but lust is self-
centered and unstable.

The ethical engineer treats everyone with respect including themselves. They are the epitome of 
self-control and discipline. 
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Liberality Against Greed
Charity or love cures greed by putting the desire to help others above storing up treasure for one’s self.

Greed is idolatry. Greed is worshiping, trusting, loving, and obeying worldly treasures.

The Ethical Engineer shares his talents, shares in profits, shares the load, and gives back when they can. 



32

Diligence Against Sloth
Diligence or Zeal cures slothfulness by placing the best interest of others 

above the life of ease and relaxation.

We say we want to change, but do we? I don’t want to be so angry or lustful or greedy. Change is 
not just going to happen. We must, practice these things. We must realize that practice makes 

virtue and diligence and discipline are virtuous defenses against slothfulness.

• Sloth is a sin of omission; neglecting what is right.

• Sloth is defined as spiritual or emotional apathy and being physically and 

emotionally inactive. 

• Sloth can also indicate a wasting due to lack of use, concerning a person, 

place, thing, skill, or intangible ideal that would require maintenance, 
refinement, or support to continue to exist. 
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What can WE do to help other sinners including ourselves 
when faced with these temptations?

• Greed  - Reaction to a fear of deprivation so take more than fair share.  Need to help them fulfill these 
unmet needs and to understand it is fear driving them and not their failure or inherent sinfulness. 

• Gluttony  - Usually a response to emotional starvation; not hunger.  Help these folks by offering kindness 
and emotional connection. 

• Sloth – We are lazy because we fear that the work and effort will not accomplish our goals or we will be 
embarrassed by our lack of success as compared to those around us. 

• Pride – A boasting response to feeling inadequate somehow; need to be encouraged to feel genuine and 
good about themselves and what they have to offer. 

• Wrath  - Rarely do we mean what we say in anger, instead its a result of panic in the moment.  We need to 
help people understand their anxiety and confirm that we share their concerns and wish to cooperatively 
work toward a solution. 

• Lust – A result of loneliness.  Need to show acceptance of others for who they are so they don’t seek the 
wrong kind of companionship or hurtful relationships at work or in personal lives. 

• Envy – A need to learn from others or have what they have can be addressed by a better understanding of 
self, a recognition of how to properly achieve goals, and understand what that person may be missing.

“Happiness can be found in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light.”  A. Dumbledore 



Gluttony & Sloth in Workplace
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Pain Mixed With Guilt, Anger, And Regret
# suicides per 100,000 workers
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Lust, Envy, Greed, Wrath  
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Occupation Divorce rate

Actuaries 17%

Physical Scientists 18.9

Medical Scientists, and Life 
Scientists

19.6

Clergy 19.8

Software developers, 
applications and systems 

software
20.3

Physical Therapists 20.7

Optometrists 20.8

Chemical Engineers 21.1

Directors, Religious 
Activities and Education

21.3

Physicians and Surgeons 21.8

Profession Divorce rate

Gaming managers 52.9%

Bartenders 52.7

Flight Attendants 50.5

Gaming Services Workers 50.3

Rolling Machine Setters, Operators, and 
Tenders, metal and Plastic

50.1

Switchboard Operators, Including 
Answering Service

49.7

Extruding and Drawing Machine Setters, 
Operators, and Tenders, Metal and Plastic

49.6

Telemarketers 49.2

Textile Knitting and Weaving Machine 
Operators

48.9

Extruding, Forming, Pressing, and 
Compacting Machine Setters, Operators, 

and Tenders
48.8

The 10 occupations with the highest divorce rates in the US
The 10 occupations with the lowest

divorce rates in the US



SUMMARY
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THANK YOU

The “Ethical Engineer” makes each decision using their highest mental capacity, diligence and skill 
while continually keeping the best interest of the public in mind. 

-- me

Tom Pannett
Administrator, ODOT Office of Contract Sales
Division of Construction Management
1980 W. Broad St.
Columbus, Ohio
614-466-2739
Tom.Pannett@dot.ohio.gov

mailto:Tom.Pannett@dot.ohio.gov
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